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Date 31 Aug ust ~ 1971 
BOOKER PRIZE 
I thought that I would put down on paper some notes on our 
meeting of l as t we e k concerning the arrangements for the Booker 
prize presentation. 
1. We are now agreed that if Marilyn can obtain some definite 
assurances of support from the Sundays that we will hold 
the prize g iving on Saturday Nove mbe r 13. Should Aquarius 
still b e inte r e ste d the n we would b e abl e to g ive them 
e xclusivity on the first announce ment of the prize winne r, 
late r that e v ening . 
2. Should we not be able to ge t a firm indication of support 
f rom the Sundays we would continue with the pre s e nt plan 
i. e . to hold the prize g iving on Wednesday 10 November. 
3 . Providing the committee wish to continue with 
discuss e d at our last mee ting , name ly to have 
agreed venue f or this will b e the Cafe Royal. 
provisionally both the 10 Nove mbe r and the 1 3 
the Cafe Ro ya l. 
the arrangements 
a dinner, the 
I have reserved 
Nove mber with 
e 4. With r egard to ma rke ting arrangements for the pri ze winning 
book, we agreed tha t I would have a quie t word to DHJ and MHC 
a nd a n y others that I thought might b e useful to dis c uss with 
th m the po ssibility of Booker McConne ll p erhaps making a further 
contribution to th Booker pri ze budge t for thi s purpo se . 
5 . In any case , I think that I mu s t plan with Mar ilyn a fa i .r l y 
comprehensive press coverage, par ticula r l~ fea tures on the 
prize winning no ve l is t a nd the winning book. I will discuss my 
ideas with her and advise you f urther w~~his. 
PMS 
